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COMMODORE AT SOFTCON: 
FOCUSING ON OUTSIDE DEVELOPERS 


NEW ORLEANS (SOFTCON 21 Feb) -- SOFTCON has provided an 
excellent opportunity for Commodore to meet with third party 
developers, according to Sig Hartmann, president of Commodore 
software. 

"Our appointment calendars are extremely tight with 
software meetings and demonstrations, and we expect to acquire 
several new Commodore software products here at SOFTCON," he said. 


Hartmann noted that more than half of Commodore brand 


software was acquired from outside companies and individuals. 

He said the company is currently working with more than 35 

independent developers and is looking to add more developers 

to the "Commodore family" -- especially in the areas of state-of- 

the-art productivity software, vertical market packages, artificial 

intelligence, and what Hartmann calls, "games that make you think." 
"We have a very strong acquisition program. We've actually 

helped put a few companies into business, and we've kept a few 

from going under. This is because we recognize the value of 

entrepreneurial software efforts -- after all, even at the 

billion dollar sales level, Commodore is still one of the most 


entrepreneurial companies in the personal computer industry." 
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The list of software companies working with Commodore 

reads like a "Who's Who" of the software industry: Digital Research, 
MicroPro, InfoDesigns, Milliken, Infocom, Island Graphics, 

Midwest Software and Tri Micro. 

"The key isn't just who we work with," Hartmann continued, 
"the key is the high quality of software products which we together 
-- Commodore and the third party developer -- can give the end user. 
We all want to make it as easy and enjoyable as possible for our 
customers to use their computers. That's our bottom line, and 
the quality of our software reflects our commitment." 

Hartmann noted that many of Commodore's best and most recent 
acquisitions were on display at the company's SOFTCON exhibit, 
including: COMMODORE 3-PLUS-1, the first integrated software 
package (wordprocessor/spreadsheet/file manager/graphics) to be 
provided on ROM cartridge; B/GRAPH, a professional business graphics 
and statistical analysis product; SUPERSCRIPT, a professional 
wordprocessor with calculation features for Commodore's new 
COMMODORE 264 family; the Milliken EDUFUN series of learning 
programs; and two new "gold medallion" games, INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 
and JACK ATTACK. 

Previously acquired programs which have recently achieved 
"best seller" status include: EASYSCRIPT 64, a wordprocessor; 

THE MANAGER, a user-friendly database/record keeping program; 
LOGO, the popular computer learning language, and the Infocom game 
series which includes ZORK adventure games. 
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